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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 
Hello and welcome to the February, 

2023 issue of the 3905 Century Club 

Centurion Newsletter. 

Be sure to check the update on 

KL7JRôs upcoming trip to Alaska! 

The club is looking for CW NCSôs. 

Please check out the ñCW NCSôs 

Wantedò article for details. The pay 

sucks, but the fun factor makes up for the lack of salary! 

  

We are always looking for article ideas and contribu-

tions. As Kirk AA1NA would sayðòThe Centurion would 

not be the same without your articlesò!  

Please send articles or suggestion for articles to:  

k7qhu@outlook.com.   

 

As you read this,  the Orlando HamCation 2023 which will be held at the Central Florida 

Fairgrounds and Expo Park, February 10th - 12th 2023 is only 5 days away! For more in-

formation check out the HamCation website at HamCation.  

 

 

https://www.hamcation.com/
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Deanôs Column 
Notes from the President 

By Dean Davis, N7XG 

 

L ike many have said before, Janu-ary 2023 is in the bucket and from what I can gather most people 

have recovered from the holidays, except me! For the most part I still 

have my Christmas lights outside. We have also completed the general 

election and on March 1
st
 Kirk Frazier, AA1NA will become the next Vice 

President. It will take at least 6 months to get Kirk trained as the Vice 

President. 

From what I can see from the weekly reports from Ben, AE4NT, our 

awards secretary we are off to a good start with both net members and 

Awards. Just a reminder that winter is a good time to dust off your QSL 

storage containers and work on new awards. 

Earlier this month I was notified by the 4
th
 area director that Robert Byers, W4RHB (eagle 

eyes) would be stepping down as both the 4
th
 area Awards manager and the Century Club 

Cares Chairman. As the AAM for the 4
th
 area Bob has set the bar high and processed a 

huge number of awards. If you see him on the nets, please send a thank you. Gary Slagle, 

K9GWS is still looking for a replacement for the AAM position and I have selected Steve 

Davis, K7QHU to take over as the Century Club Cares Chairman. 

Another reminder is that we are in the middle of contest season, and you might find a 

ñnonetò from time to time mostly due to not being able to find a clear frequency. This is not 

the end of the world since it usually only occurs on Friday and Saturday. If there is a not 

net this would be a good time to sort cards, work on awards or go to bed early. 

Finally look for some exciting news in early February regarding SSB Late nets. 

73, 

Dean 
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BENôS COLUMN 
Notes from the Awards Secretary 

B  Ben Goldfarb, AE4NT  

H 
ow are you all bearing up this winter? It sure has been a weird 

one here in Florida. We have nothing to complain about com-

pared to you folks in the northeast and midwest, but we com-

plain anyway. I amuse myself watching my fellow Floridians skulking 

around layered in ski clothing when the temperature dips below 60 

degrees Fahrenheit. 

As you might expect from my weather related opening, I donôt have 

much to say this month. Iôll give you some odds and ends, and later, 

youôll see that some of that can be taken literally. However, first, I 

want to apprise you of an important change in how Awards News will be distributed. 

Awards News Changes 
As you know, I put out a weekly summary of awards earned during the week called 

Awards News. Along with the awards recap, I often add tips and information about the 

awards program. Currently, the distribution is via four reflectors: 3905AwdTalk, 

3905Checkins, 3905Chatgp, and Hamtown. This multiple posting creates confusion and 

results in comment threads that are scattered across different groups, such that when I 

respond to a question, I need to cross-post the answer and the question to all the reflec-

tors so readers who never saw the question know what the hell Iôm talking about.  

You get the picture. 

With the coming shutdown of 3905Checkins, I felt that I should take the opportunity to 

consolidate my Awards News postings into a single group, one that was designed for the 

purpose, and one in which Iôll have the ability to use some fancy formatting if I want 

(which has been a problem with some of the reflectors). The Award Talk reflector 

(3905AwdTalk) is the perfect place for my weekly bulletin! 

I will be taking over as owner of that reflector on February 1. I will continue to cross-post 

Awards News to 3905Chatgp and Hamtown for one month before I begin posting only to 

3905AwdTalk. This will give those of you who wish to continue reading Awards News an 

opportunity to subscribe to that group, You can do this by sending an email to 

3905AwdTalk+subscribe@groups.io. Iôll make mention of this in Awards News throughout 

the month.  

 

The Club will benefit from this in a few ways. For one, Iôll be able to format the information 
prettier. Moreover, as I mentioned previously, weôll be able to consolidate awards related 
discussions in one place, where the AAMs, the Awards Committee, and I will be there to 
answer awards questions authoritatively, so members can avert the misinformation they 
get via AIM and social media. 

So, please subscribe to 3905AwdTalk at your earliest convenience! 

mailto:ae4nt@mrbig.com
mailto:3905AwdTalk+subscribe@groups.io
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My Kishkas 
 
You remember my missed 2022 Eyeball trip? Remember the aborted Pennsylvania trip 

the following week, as I attempted to salvage some semblance of a summer vacation? 

All that seems long ago: last July and August, almost six months in the past. The wheels 

of medical progress turn slowly for us purportedly middle-class peons. Iôve finally fin-

ished with the medical workup that started back then.  

After much testing, prodding from both ends, and blood loss due to rampant pincushion-

ing, my crack medical team has concluded that three problems caused the debilitating 

July/August: chronic erosive gastritis, diverticulosis, and lactose intolerance. 

Other conditions I have might kill me, but those mentioned above will likely be more of a 

literal PITA. 

Iôll be back next month. In the meantime, stay well! 

 

NCSô F  O  CW N  N ! 
After many years of running CW nets for our 

club, Gary K5GEB has retired from his CW NCS 

duties.  Thanks Gary for all the CW Nets you 

have conducted in the past. You will be missed 

and hopefully sometime in the future you will be 

able to resume your NCS role on the CW Nets. 

The Club runs CW nets on the 160m, 80m, 40m, 

and 20m bands.  If you have ever thought you 

might like to try your hand at running a CW net, 

now would be a great time to volunteer.  If you think you might be interested, check out 

the ñCW Nets 101ò page on the club website at: The 3905 Century Club - CW Nets 101 

(3905ccn.org) .  

If you are interested in giving CW NCSôing a go, please contact the CW Net Coordinator, 

Steve Davis, K7QHU (k7qhu@outlook.com) for more information. 

 

 

https://3905ccn.org/cwnets101.php
https://3905ccn.org/cwnets101.php
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more onéKL7JR 2023 Road Trip: Back to Alaska 

T 
his journey is more than just another Amateur Radio adventure for me.  Itôs once 

again giving in to the ñpullò that Alaska and the Yukon has on me.  I can only say 

itôs an intense feeling from within and not all experience it.  It has never left me! 

Several new calls will be used up north during my March-May 2023 trip.  Some calls in-

clude: KL7JR and KL7RST/p 4 Corners, KL7JR/m or /p CA National Parks, KL7RST fixed 

from Anchorage, and /m or /p from the Yukon, Alaska and Northwest Territories.  KL7JR/

m will also be new for Alaska, and /m and /p from VY1 and VE8.  KL7RST is a card re-

quested club. I will operate from the Alaska/British Columbia border, British Columbia/

Yukon border, Alaska/Yukon border, British Columbia/Northwest Territories border and 

from Fort Liard, NT. National Parks activated will be:  Kluane (pronounced KLOW-AHH-

KNEE) in the Yukon, and Denali, Kenai-Fjords and Wrangell-Saint Elias in Alaska. 

 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW?                  

    The Yukon is no longer the Yukon Territory.  In 2008 Canadian 

Government ñpinheadsò decided for whatever lame reason that 

"territoryò will be deleted in reference to the Yukon. With the 

stroke of a pen, hundreds of years of Yukon Territory history 

were erased.  Even though she lost her territorial status, most 

Yukoners today, with thumbs down for the pinheads, still refer to 

the Yukon as the Yukon Territory! 

I first visited the Yukon in 1989 when I arrived at Whitehorse 

(VY1DX op) then 150 miles later Kluane Lake in Kluane National 

Park. Who knew Iôd be chasing National Parks 30 years later, hi 

hi! I was totally spellbound by the rustic beauty of Kluane Lake, 

my favorite camping/DXing spot!  Thousands of radio contacts have been made from this 

beautiful lake. The lake houses two islands, the largest is Jacquot and then tiny Fish 

Heart at the southern end.  I wondered how an island in the Yukon had a French name.  I  

Game Plan 

The game plan is to head back to 4 Corners (ETA March 23, I was there last June) for 

20, 40 and 75m portable (new) then several National Parks in CA as I head north to 

Alaska.  Hyder, AK and Stewart, BC border is the first stop in Alaska.  Next, Iôll head 400 

miles north and operate on the BC/YU border near Upper Liard, YU.  After a day or two 

Iôll head west on the Alaska Highway for Whitehorse and the AK/YU border operating 

then further west to Anchorage, the Alaska National Parks and Fort Liard, NT on the re-

turn trip. All we need is decent propagationéIôll be there!   
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I became so obsessed with this that after about 15 years 

of research, I published BROTHERS in the YUKON 
(LuLu.com), the trials and tribulations of the Jacquot and 

Dickson brothers who were the early white settlers in the 

Kluane area.  I reached out to all the families to gain in-

formation, as I hunted the newspapers and internet with 

passion.  Today Yukon Archives in Whitehorse and the 

Jacquot/Dickson descendants consider me an expert on 

the Jacquot and Dickson family history.  An honor I am 

very proud of!   

 

[The Alaskan author obviously did a considerable 

amount of research here. The end result is not only a 

special manuscript dedicated to the Jacquot and Dickson 

families, but a thrilling eye-opener to an exciting place not all that far away! é.I was on a 

wonderful knowledge quest and it was as if I was walking with the author in his unique 

writing style. More than 2 thumbs up on this one!   R. Richie, K5YB] 

 

Hyder, Alaska     At first glance youôd think it was a ghost town.  Hyder is the only Alaska 

town you can drive to without going through the Yukon.   Stewart, BC is a mile away and 

supplies Hyder with all the necessities of life- food, fuel etc.  Hyder children attend 

school in Stewart.  2010 population of Hyder was 87. 

Upper Liard, Yukon    Upper Liard (pronounced "lee-ahrd") is a chiefly First Na-

tion settlement immediately west of Watson Lake in Canada's Yukon. It is situated at his-

torical mile 642 of the Alaska Highway. Most of the residents are citizens of the Liard 

River First Nation. 2021 population of Upper Liard was 130.  

Fort Liard, Northwest Territories    Slavey language: Echaot'l Koe "people from the land 

of the giants" or Acho Dene Kue) is a hamlet in the Dehcho Region of the Northwest Ter-

ritories, Canada. It is located 37 km (23 mi) north of the British Columbia border. It be-

came accessible by road in 1984 with the completion of the Liard Highway. 2021 popula-

tion of Ft. Liard was 460. 

In conclusion, please pray to the propagation gods for good conditions so that everyone 

who calls makes my log.  West coast and Midwest stations please relay when you can as 

youôll probably have better reception.  Thanks, and special thanks to all NCS bringing 

the nets.         

73, de Yukon John 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Nations_in_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska_Highway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liard_River_First_Nation
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ETA Hyder April 14,  ETA VY1/VE7 border April 19 &  ETA Kluane NP April 21 

Border - 

VY1 & VE7 

Hyder, AK & 

VE7 border 

West on AK Hwy to Kluane 

NP, Yukon & KL7 border  

  KL7JR 2023 Road Trip: Back to Alaska 
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Flying with Mike, KU1V 

In response to a question during one of the clubôs weekly ZOOM meetings, Mike, KU1V  

gives us some great insight on one of his trips this past summer. Thanks Mike! 

August 22, 2022 

During one of our Wednesday Zoom meetups the question was asked how long it took 

me to fly between Great Falls, Montana and Idaho Falls, Idaho.  The simple answer is 

about 2 hours and 21 minutes (2+21 flight time), (see attached log), but that is not the 

entire story.  In addition to flight time there is a long string of other necessary items, 

such as weather check, flight planning through an FAA entity setup for such purposes, 

fueling, and pre-flight of airplane and equipment (assurance all systems are functional).  

Upon arrival at your destination parking and securing of the airplane, usually tied with 

ropes between ground points and the airplane.  So probably that 2+21 flight time was at 

least doubled to complete the flight.  Soé. here is a portion of my trip between Great 

Falls MT and Idaho Falls ID with continuing stops, to Carlsbad NM. 

 



±ƻƭǳƳŜ нлно LǎǎǳŜ н  CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ рΣ нлно 

офлр /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō aƻƴǘƘƭȅ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴ  CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ нлно                                                                                                                      tŀƎŜ ф    

August 22, 2022 

Picture of airplane early AM preparing to leave Great Falls, Montana. 

 

Route of flight being Southerly toward Townsend, MT (East of Helena, MT) then continu-

ing southerly down the Gallatin Valley passing just West of West Yellowstone, MT., and 

continuing Southerly toward Idaho Falls, ID.  The Gallatin Valley is an excellent route as, 

not only colorful, the valley affords flying at lower altitude (about 7500 ft MSL) although 

the mountains are higher off to sides of the valley.  Gallatin Valley is just West of the 

Bozeman. (See Links) 

 

Dŀƭƭŀǝƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ                                             Dŀƭƭŀǝƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ - ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀ 

 

https://www.gallatinvalley.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallatin_County,_Montana
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Why Idaho Falls?  Although a 2 İ hour drive to Jackson WY., I looked forward to a sce-

nic drive winding thru mountains and some of the Snake River valley.  Rental car and 

accommodation were just simpler in Idaho Falls. 

 

 

Jackson and Jackson Hole, WY., are generally the same, just that the term Jackson 

Hole takes in the entire valley which includes Town of Jackson WY.  Although the sign 

says ñThe Last of The Old Westò not sure what that meant when I came upon a good old 

fashion (newly constructed) traffic rotary by the airport with some normal(?) decora-

tionsΦ 
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Near Teton Pass was an example of the four seasons, Fall, Winter Spring and road con-

struction.  The drop off the pavement was about 12-18 inches ï signage indicated, be 

sure to stay on the paved road. 

August 23, 2022 

Onward to the Great Basin NP in Nevada.  Again, flight planning was completed similar 

as above.  Routing today will generally fly southerly with an easterly parallel of Inter-

state 15, passing East of Pocatello ID, near Soda Springs, overhead Salt Lake City, Pro-

vo UT with landing at Nephi, UT.   Nephi is well known in aviation as a Sail Plane (glider) 

center.  Many airports have crew or courtesy cars available and I was very lucky to ob-

tain a car here, in addition they allowed me to travel an extend distance through Delta, 

UT., and on to Nevada and the Great Basin NP. 

First picture is passing over Salt Lake City area and second picture looking west toward 

the Great Salt Lake. 
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Packing car preparing for drive to Great Basin NP.  One portion of drive along route 6/50 

passing Sevier Lake, was about 80 miles, perhaps 6 other travelers on this stretch of 

road with NO services ï as the signs essentially says before starting this stretch, 

ñcheck your fuel.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KU1V at Great Basin NP.  
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Parking lot Great Basin NP.  See mobile shack on dash, IC-706 Mk2G. 

 

 

This old rifle was found in Great Basin NP, and believed to have leaned on a tree for 
near 100 years before being found. 
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https://www.nps.gov/grba/index.htm 
 

August 24, 2002 

Again, fueling, preflight complete now continuing to Grand Canyon NP. 

 

Passing Bryce City (Bryce Canyon), UT 

https://www.nps.gov/grba/index.htm
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Grand Canyon area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Canyon area 
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KU1V Grand Canyon NP 

 

KU1V Guadalupe Mt NP 

After Grand Canyon I flew easterly towards Gallop NM, Albuquerque NM with fuel stop 
in Moriarty NM.  Then departing southernly to Carlsbad, NM.  After renting a car I drove 
to White City NM acquiring overnight accommodations.  Now planning to operate from 
both Guadeloupe Mts. NP and Carlsbad Caverns NP being there only about 40 miles 
apart.  With operations completed at Guadeloupe NP, I drove to Carlsbad Caverns NP, 
but regrettably fell asleep while waiting for late net to start -- thus no operation from 
Carlsbad Caverns NP.  Being the week-end coming up and rental car issues, this was 
the end for this trip.  After several flight hours, I returned to New Hampshire where the 
Beerbulance was summoned. 
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Thanks for all the great QSOz -- Until another trip ï 73 Mike KU1V 
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Hy-Gain Trap Project @ AA1NZ 

The story began when I sold my Hy-Gain EXP-14 four band (40-20-15-10M), HF beam 

(nowadays called a Yagi). It seemed to be working fine on the air, so I assumed all was 

well and I could inform the buyer everything seemed as it should be with his new used 

antenna. After I had the antenna down and off the tower with a pickup day arranged, I 

decided to run a ñsweepò of all four bands with my Zoom AA-35 antenna analyzer. This 

would confirm my thought that all was well. OH-OH!! The only band with remotely ac-

ceptable SWR was 40M (the band I was primarily using). Well, an embarrassing call to 

the buyer came next. I offered him the chance to cancel the sale or wait while I made the 

necessary repairs. Surprisingly, he wanted to wait as he didnôt need the antenna for a 

few months anyway. Plus, it was an excellent buy for him. 

So, a quick explanation for anyone wanting to know what an antenna ñtrapò is. Possibly, 

another term to use for a better understanding of the function of a ñtrapò is a ñcircuit 

openerò.  

When designing multiband antennas using single elements, some method of creating 

multiple resonant element lengths needs to be accomplished. To do this, a parallel reso-

nant circuit (inductor and capacitor in parallel) are inserted in series on the single ele-

ment. Visualize a vertical like a Hustler 5BTV (five band trapped vertical). Itôs a long ver-

tical pole with several traps in series along the length of the pole. The first trap blocks 

or opens the circuit at design frequency creating the length for the first resonant band. 

Since this will make it the shortest section of the radiating element, this section will res-

onate on the highest frequency band being used for this design. Same idea for the next 

few traps. 

Now, take two of these trapped verticals and turn them horizontal. Connect them in the 

center on an insulated boom and add a feedline, and you have a trapped dipole. Add a 

couple of parasitic elements (director, reflector, etc.) and you have a Yagi. 

OKéOn to the repair project. Each of the 23 pictures are numbered, and Iôll give a short 

description beside each number. 
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1. This is the ñfamousò Hy-Gain BN-86 Balun. 

Itôs a 1:1 balun provided by Hi-Gain with the an-

tenna for matching unbalanced coax feedline to 

the balanced (dipole) radiator. A few loops of co-

ax at the feed-point can accomplish similar re-

sults, and many older Yagi users do this. This 

box is sealed, but with careful prying, the cover 

can be removed without breaking it. There are 

ñweepò holes in the end of the enclosure to vent 

moisture, but insects always find them inviting 

places to enter their newhomes. You can see 

some bug ñstuffò here, but Just wait! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The black rubberized plastic end caps can be 

removed by gentle twisting and pulling. When I 

pulled the first one off, I was greeted with this 

view. Bug stuff packed right to the end of the 

tube (the capacitor part of the resonant circuit). 
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3. Closer view of the bug ñstuffò. They en-

tered thru the weep holes closer to the center 

of the tube. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. All ten traps 

with the end caps 

removed and bug 

stuff removed 

from the accessi-

ble portion of the 

tube. 
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5. One of the two 10M traps being tested. They 

should have come in closer to 28 MHz, but instead 

ñdippedò at 15.299 MHz. OH-OHésomethingôs rotten 

in Denmark! My newer Leader solid state GDO didnôt 

have the ñnutò to resonate the trap, but the old faith-

ful, line powered Millen did the job easily. (If you no-

tice the nameplate, this thing was built before zip 

codes and 2 letter state abbreviations were neces-

sary) 

 


