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The 3905 Century Club Monthly Newsletter   
Welcome! 

Hello and welcome to the May, 2023 issue 

of the 3905 Century Club Centurion 

Newsletter. 

Be sure to check out the Exit Page in this 

issue. Do you have a favorite QSL card 

that you would like to share? Send a pic-

ture of it and why you like it and it will be published on 

the Exit page! 

 We are always looking for article ideas and contribu-

tions. As Kirk AA1NA would sayðòThe Centurion would 

not be the same without your articlesò!  

Please send articles or suggestion for articles to:  

k7qhu@outlook.com.   

In this issue: 

¶ Welcome 

¶ Deanôs Notes 

¶ Benôs Column 

¶ Did You Know? 

¶ ROADRUNNER! 

¶ KL7JR Alaska Trip Part 

One 

¶ K1UV at New River 

Gorge N.P. 

¶ Net Statistics 

¶ Classifieds 

¶ The End 

Holy Stamps Batman, The Post Office Strikes Again! 

Reported April 11, 2023 by Reuters: 

The U.S. Postal Service on Monday said it was seeking approval to hike the 
price of first-class mail stamps to 66 cents from 63 cents. 

USPS won approval to hike stamp prices to 63 cents from 60 cents in January. 
The new hike ð which the USPS says is needed to offset the rise in inflation ð 
would take effect July 9 if approved by the Postal Regulatory Commission. 

The price changes have been approved by USPS board of governors. The plan 
seeks to raise overall first-class mail prices by 5.4%. 

If approved, stamp prices will have risen 32% since early 2019 when they rose 
from 50 cents to 55 cents. 

https://about.usps.com/who/profile/history/domestic-letter-rates-since-1863.htm
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Deanôs Column 
Notes from the President 

By Dean Davis, N7XG 

 

A 
 number of years ago several 

of my friends decided to do a Field Day 2007 operation in cen-

tral Oregon and during our 2 hour trip I was reading my copy of 

QST that arrived in my mailbox just before we left. There was an article 

on the new Skimmer software, which is a multi-channel CW decoder 

which allow the operator to listen to many stations at once. This 

sparked a discussion with my friends and one of them had seen other 

articles about this software. It was during that discussion we conclud-

ed that sometime in the future there will be software like Skimmer that 

will automate the process of making 2 way radio contact and in fact it 

could reduce the effort for field by simply pressing a start button and the Field day oper-

ation will be over in a manner of minutes.  

Over the years we have used other automated techniques like ñsearch and pounceò. The 

internet almost killed this with ñclustersò. Any idea on how many clusters exist? Many. 

Recently the FT8 mode was introduced with a piece of software called WSJT-X and this 

software is also loaded with automation. Also consider Netlogger for basic Net control 

functions and my logger also known at the Century Club Logger that provides advanced 

features specifically designed for our club such as validating awards before submission. 

On any given net we can see who is checked in without having to listen like our for fa-

thers had to do. Just consider that net back in late 1976 when the check-in list on 75 me-

ters had at least one station checked in from every state and it was all done on paper. 

So where have we come with this? Are we lazy? Are we getting to a point that the only 

effort we will need to make to log a contact is to turn on a computer and press the ñGoò 

button to make contacts? Yes the computer could decide for you what contact to make. 

What prompted me to write about this was a posting on one of the reflectors by WA0O 

(Joe Wussler) where he took a page from a Centurion Newsletter back in the 70ôs and fed 

it into chatGPT, that is another form of AI and produced an interesting document. I am 

not going to repeat the whole document just the last section for your amusement, which 

is on the following page: 

 

 



±ƻƭǳƳŜ нлно LǎǎǳŜ р  aŀȅ мΣ нлно 

офлр /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō aƻƴǘƘƭȅ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴ  aŀȅΣ нлно                                                                                                                      tŀƎŜ о    

 

Finally, did the AI software get it right for our club? 

73, 

Dean KL7OR 

 

 

Conclusion 
 
The 3905 Century Club Net is a unique and enduring part of the amateur radio land-
scape. Its rich history, dedication to education, and focus on fostering connections 
among its members have made the club an invaluable resource for radio enthusi-
asts around the world. As the club continues to evolve and adapt to new technolo-
gies, its legacy of camaraderie, mentorship, and passion for amateur radio will en-
sure the 3905 CCN remains a vital part of the global amateur radio community for 
years to come. 
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BENôS COLUMN 
Notes from the Awards Secretary 

B  Ben Goldfarb, AE4NT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.ÙĂ ìě ġÁùìĂä Á ÎėÙÁġéÙė ãėĈā ıėìġìĂä éìě ÏĈûπ

ĥāĂ ġéìě āĈĂġé ġĈ āÁùÙ ġìāÙ ãĈė ĈġéÙė ıĈėù 

ġéÁġ ĂÙÙÕě éìě ÁġġÙĂġìĈĂΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

5ĈĂΩġ ıĈėėķΣ .ÙĂ ıìûû ěıìġÏé ġéÙ ûìäéġ ÎÁÏù ĈĂ 

ìĂ ġìāÙ ãĈė ġéÙ WĥĂÙ ìěěĥÙΗ 

 

mailto:ae4nt@mrbig.com
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Did You Know? 
Many of our longtime members use and love an excellent program called the ñCentury 

Club Loggerò. This program is comprised of a set of software tools that has been devel-

oped over the years by our current Club President Dean KL7OR. For our  newer mem-

bers and those not familiar with the Century Club Logger, Dean has consented to write a 

series of articles to introduce and to some re-introduce the Century Club Logger and its 

many features. 

As a historical note, in 2016 the Club decided to endorse/mandate the NetLogger pro-

gram as the required program for NCSôs to use and to log Century Club nets.  

Today, many of our long time members still use the Century Club Logger to log net con-

tacts and assist with creating QSL cards and using the Century Club Logger to generate 

reports that help keep track of QSL cards for various Club awards. 

Without further ado,  the Centurion presents the first in a series of articles about the 

Century Club Logger! 

 

Century Club Logger Part 1: Features 

Century Club Logger is a Logbook management program specifically designed for the 

Century Club and available to itôs members free of charge. What started out back in 

2002 as a basic logging program, it has developed into a comprehensive set of tools to 

maintain contact data. Below is just a short list of the many features: 

¶ Comprehensive Contact Management (over 180 pieces of data recorded for each 

contact) 

¶ Interfaces with active nets on NetLogger in real time (can run side by side with 

NetLogger) 

¶ Import contact data (ADIF) from NetLogger 

¶ Full email support 

¶ QSL Buro support (maintains balances, etc) 

¶ Retains special annotations about contacts including Masters, officer, VIP, YL, com-

bo, national parks, tri-point, low-point, oldest town, oldtimer, etc 

¶ QSL card and label generation 

¶ Comprehensive Report management. All reports are customizable by the user. 

¶ Complete FCC data including Canadian RAC data 

¶ QRZ.COM lookup support 

¶ Fully customizable 

¶ Easy to use 'point and click' Windows application 
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¶ ADIF Log import/export including Logbook of the World, QRZ, and eQSL 

¶ Conversion from other Logging programs (NetLogger, HRD, etc) 

¶ Over 200 pages of documentation 

¶ Award preprocessor/generators for: 

§ Worked All States 

§ Worked All States YL 

§ Worked All States 2 letter call 

§ Worked All States Capitals 

§ Worked All States Same Station 

§ Worked All States CW 

§ Worked All States QRP 

§ Worked All States Mobile 

§ Baker Dozen 

§ Progressive awards 

§ Nite Owl 

§ Chain Letter 

§ Numbers Racket 

§ National Parks Tourist 

§ Quarter Master 

§ Dictionary 

In the upcoming issues of the Centurion I hope to expand on the features of the logger 

with specific examples of the power of using the software to maintain your log. 

73, 

Dean KL7OR 
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ROADRUNNER! 
The amazing story of becoming a 3905 Century Club ñROADRUNNERò 

B  B  S , W3BS  

W 
hat is a Century Club ROADRUNNER?  That word cannot be 

found in the Club Constitution or the Bylaws.  One has to 

read the award application for the Clint Wise Award.  If you 

read carefully you will see the sentence ñOperators achieving the 50-

state level will be officially identified on The 3905Century Club nets as a 

ñRoadrunnerò.ò   ROADRUNNERS are not listed on the club website as 

elected or appointed officials are listed.  They are not granted any spe-

cial privileges such as checking in at the top of the work list of our nets.  So, why would 

someone set this as a goal, and to do it by activating the 50 states TX/RX from only the 

state Capitals?  Because it is hard and had never been done before.  There are only four 

recipients of the 40 Meter SSB Clint Wise ROADRUNNER Award, two recipients of the 75 

Meter SSB Clint Wise ROADRUNNER Award, and only two members have received the 

designation on both bands, K7NZ and W3BS. 

According to the club website, there is no record of when WW6E last checked in to a 

net, WL7K is the same, K7NZ last checked in to a net in 2011.  So, I presume that I 

(W3BS) am the only current net participant with the ROADRUNNER designation. 

 

So, how did I get started on this crazy, wonderful, exciting adventure.  I re-relocated to 

Memphis in November 1984, my original stint in Memphis was from1972 to 1979.  In Jan-

uary, 1985 I saw a notice on the community bulletin board at my neighborhood Kroger 

advertising a Novice Amateur Radio class given by the Germantown, TN Amateur Radio 

Club, one evening a week starting the first week of February to be held at the city library.  

I enrolled, along with my daughter Julie who was 7 years old at the time.  I had attempt-

ed to learn Morse code several times in the past, but was not successful.  This time I 

was, and prior to Memorial Day I passed the test for Novice which included code at 5 

words per minute.  While studying for the Technician and General theory tests, I worked 

as much CW as possible, and progressed quickly from Novice to Advanced (KB4OIO, 

N4MJC, KJ4KR).  This  I did with a good friend I made in the Novice class, Steve 

Cheeseman, some of you long time members might know him as N4MWB or KK4KN or 

NX3W, he has been a SK since 2011.  We both discovered the 3905 Century Club Net af-

ter gaining our HF voice privileges, and hoped to complete our ARRL WAS Award avail-

ing ourselves of the club nets.  Our common interest in operating mobile and portable 

led us to being /M for the club.  By the way, Julie eventually became N2KNA, and my 

wife Carolyn became N2KNB.  Julie was Advanced and Carolyn was Technician class, 

both with code.  I am sure there are a few readers of this who worked the WX2G or 

W3BS/N2KNA combo, fixed and mobile. 
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Steve and I first ventured out by putting state lines on the air.  TN-MS, TN-KY, TN-AL, AR

-LA, AR-MO, and AR-TX are all easy drives from Memphis.  N5MIG and I later discovered 

there is an AR-TN dry line, and he and I have put that on the air for the club a few years 

ago.  I believe we also found a MS-AR dry line as well.   We could do them again, if re-

quested to do so.  It was a blast, we checked in from a state 

line, and received bunches of calls.  In those days when 

you called a station on a state line, you had to specify 

which state you wanted.  If you wanted both, you had to call 

twice.  We generally departed Memphis late afternoon, and 

returned very late the same night, rarely before midnight.  

We started on 40 M, and moved to 75M after 2 rounds on 40. 

We expanded our horizons, and added state Capitals to our 

routine.  Nashville TN, Jackson MS, Little Rock AR were all 

low hanging fruit.  On family vacations to Florida to visit my 

folks, Julie and I added Montgomery AL, Atlanta GA, and 

Tallahassee FL to my list of Capitals.  Thatôs six of them. 

And so it began. 

Carolyn and I had planned a trip to visit Julie who now lived 

in Denver, CO for late January 2014.  We were attending a 

University of Memphis basketball game on the afternoon of the 27
th
, and were departing 

for points west after the game.  I had planned a circuitous route to garner some addi-

tional Capitals é Memphis to Little Rock to Santa Fe to Denver to Oklahoma City and 

returning to Memphis, adding 3 Capitals to my total, that makes a total of 9.  This was 

trip 1. 

 

Trip 2.  The next trip was scheduled for late April 

(25-28), headed to the Mid-Atlantic, then back to 

Memphis.  The route was Memphis to Atlanta to 

Raleigh to Richmond to Frankfort on the way 

home.  In these days I was running Hustler high-

power resonators on a foldover 5 foot mast at-

tached to a three magnet roof mount, sitting on the 

roof of my 2006 Toyota Forerunner truck.  My mo-

dus operandi was to start on the 40 M SSB Early 

Net, try to stick it out for 2 rounds, then move over 

to 75 M SSB Early.  In the middle of my stint on 75, 

I had an equipment failure with the mast and mag-

mount.  Darn, in those days I did not carry a back-

up antenna, what to do?  Fortunately, there was a 

Ham Radio Outlet retail store in Atlanta, and I was 

there when their doors opened the next morning.  

My next stop before the capital of North Carolina,  Denver, Colorado 

On the way to Tallahassee FL 
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was at the QTH of KG4ZOD, whom I had not met previously.  I pulled in to his driveway, 

exchanged pleasantries, and proceeded to replace the damaged parts with the new 

ones, and ensure the new system was resonant on the club frequencies.  Next was a 

tour of his shack.  It is not a shack!  It is a small building in the rear of his backyard, a 

radio man-cave.  Donnie. Ginger, their grandchild and I then went out to an early dinner 

at Cracker Barrel, where Donnie was able to order his favorite, chicken and dumplings.  

Believe it or not, they were out of chicken, so Donnie had dumplings and dumplings.  

My next stop, in Raleigh was also somewhat eventful.  When checking into my motel, I 

was informed that my room was a smoking room, and I had not requested a non-

smoking room via their online reservation system.   

They found me a non-smoking room for a ten dollar surcharge.  I operated out of the 

motel parking lot, which was common for me.  During the 40 M net, I was visited by the 

local constabulary, who had received complaints 

about a man in a strange truck with the motor run-

ning in the motel parking lot.  After a detailed expla-

nation of Amateur Radio and the Club, and my mis-

sion, the officer shook my hand, and informed the 

motel manager that all was ok.  Richmond ï no is-

sues.  On to Frankfort, and the 40 M Early SSB Net.  

I worked 29 stations, the call signs of the following 

stations worked should be familiar to current net 

check-ins é.KG4ZOD, WA0ROH, K1HIF (NOW 

KU1V), W2RCH, N5MIG, WF4H, N2XTT, WN1F, 

KB0EL, and VE3CMB.  I next checked in to 75M SSB 

Early, and W3BS was number 16, and my club at the 

time, N4ER was number 17.  K2UNI was NCS and 

after all the preliminaries, he started the list.  I was 

first called by W9OO, Master 63.  Next call came 

from W2UJ, Master 61 and club President at the 

time.  The storm which was slowly headed my way 

arrived, with ample lightning and thunder.  I had to 

shut down, and left the vehicle, returning to my mo-

tel room.  This was not good.  In order for the ñoperating mobile or portableò to be valid, 

one must make a minimum of 5 successful contacts.  A return to Frankfort was now re-

quired so I could get the award for 40 and 75 at the same time. 

At this time it is appropriate to do a special shout-out to Carl W9OO.  This trip would 

have been a total disaster without his gallant efforts.  Carl made sure that specific club 

members with big ears would be listening for me and ensuring that I got checked in to 

the nets.  On many occasions neither NCS or his/her designated relay stations heard my 

puny mobile signal.  I did not add the 500 watt 12 volt amplifier till October 2014 and af-

ter Alaska.  Hawaii and Alaska would not have happened without Carl.  Carl was my 

wing man up to the final trip, the New England Tour.  Good Luck, Carl, wherever you 

are. 

Travelling advertisement! 
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Trip 3, May 23-26, 2014.  Memphis to Montgom-

ery to Columbia to Nashville and back to Mem-

phis, totally uneventful. 

 

Trip 4, June 10-19, visiting daughter in Denver 

for her 37
th
 birthday.  Jefferson City to Lincoln 

to Cheyenne to Denver to Oklahoma City to 

Austin to Baton Rouge, and back to Memphis.  

While in Lincoln Carolyn and I met WT0A, Mas-

ter 40, Glen and his wife for dinner at a local 

Country Club.  Glen badly needed the Nebraska 

Cap and was glad I was driving through.  While 

on the air at Cheyenne, I got a call from them 

N1HIF, now KU1V, letting me know he was go-

ing to be in Denver at the same time I was, and 

we tentatively planned to get together.  We met 

at the Denver Original Pancake House in Cherry 

Hills (Denver suburb), and had great food and 

conversation.  This was the first time Mike and I 

had met in person, and it was to happen again 

on a later trip.  On the way from Oklahoma City 

to Baton Rouge we stopped in Austin and had a 

Mexican lunch at Marioôs I believe, with K5SRG, 

Skip, in his home town of Hutto.   

Trip 5, July 14-22.  We, Jerry AC0RL and I, are 

going to our first Century Club Eyeball in De 

Pere WI.  Jerry was a crackerjack NCS who 

strongly favored logging via pencil and paper, 

and did not make the conversion to Netlogger.  

The route was Memphis to Hutchison KS to 

Pierre to Bismarck to Madison to De Pere to St 

Paul, to Des Moines to Hutchison and back to 

Memphis.  We had a number of call signs at our 

disposal for this trip.  Our own, we each had a 

club, and KB3PU, Jim, made one or two special 

event call signs available to us as well.  If you 

have not been to an Eyeball, add it to your 

bucket list.  By the way, what happens at the 

Eyeball DOES NOT stay at the eyeball. 

 

 

Trip to De Pere Eyeball with AC0RL 

Trip to De Pere Eyeball with AC0RL 
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Trip 6, August 3-11.  On to Denver to celebrate my granddaughterôs 1
st
 birthday.  Mem-

phis to Phoenix to Salt Lake City to Aspen (not radio related stop, spending a few days 

with college fraternity (ZBT) brother) to Denver to Topeka and back home.  If memory 

serves me correctly, my notes are not good here, we had dinner with KB0EL, Clark, and 

his wife.  Or, we had lunch with Clark, and on another trip we all had dinner together.  

Sorry Clark for my fading memory.  Both events were enjoyable.   

 

Trip 7, October 23-26, I referred to this trip as my Rust Belt Tour.  Memphis to Columbus 

to Lansing to Indianapolis to Madison to Springfield and then home.  While driving 

through Wisconsin I had lunch with N9PYR a former NCS, WA9DIY who was on the 

board of directors at the time, and W9ROG, the current board member from that call dis-

trict.  That was the first trip with the cargo platform attached to the trailer hitch on Car-

olynôs van, which she lent me begrudgingly.  I used it when running the Honda 2K gen-

erator and an Astron power supply, when running several states both mobile and porta-

ble.  By this time my main antenna was a big Tarheel Screwdriver, and the Hustlers were 

my backup. 

 

Trip 8, only one stop, Juneau, October 23-26, we (AC0RL Jerry, and I) operated the 23
rd
 

thru the 25
th
.  On the 26

th
, I operated remote portable TN.  I did not get many calls, hihi.  I 

was discussing my future Capital plans with Donnie KG4ZOD at the eyeball and he sug-

gested I contact Jim Cummins KL7IYD an active at the time club member who lived in 

Juneau.  I followed Donnieôs suggestion and the end result of several conversations 

with Jim, was that he would make his shack, and all of his equipment available to us.  

We used his antennas, amp, and tuner ï we brought our own rigs which we were famil-

iar with.  Remember. I had 

two things which needed to 

be accomplished.  One, to 

have 5 good QSOôs while I 

was mobile.  Two, make the 

Alaska Capital available to 

the lower 48, and Hawaii.  I 

did not want to depend en-

tirely on the mobile setup, so 

we enlisted the help of two 

clubs and a special event 

station.  One evening while I 

was in the car, AC0RL oper-

ated his call, my club N4ER, 

and the K7L special event.  

KL7IYD operated his call and 

another club of mine AJ0KE.  

This was not my idea, I am  In the Alaska Capital! 



±ƻƭǳƳŜ нлно LǎǎǳŜ р  aŀȅ мΣ нлно 

офлр /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō aƻƴǘƘƭȅ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴ  aŀȅΣ нлно                                                                                                                      tŀƎŜ мн    

not that smart, N1RNJ, 

Gary, an ex-board member 

made the suggestion, many 

thanks Gary.  I called them 

from the car and got my 5.  I 

transferred to the shack, 

and Jerry, Jim, sand I, gave 

yôall Juneau Portable.  Jim, 

who is coming up on his 

90
th
 birthday, and his wife 

who are coming up on their 

70
th
 wedding anniversary 

are two of the best people 

you would ever meet.  The 

original plan was for Jerry 

and I to arrive late one 

night, and be at Jimôs the 

next morning for setup and 

testing.  Jerry and I got off 

the plane and there was only one person waiting for arrivals that was Jim.  He insisted 

on taking us out for a meal, where we got to know each other much better.  The next 

morning Jerry and I picked up all the cartons of radio gear we shipped via UPS, and 

headed over to Jimôs place.  Natalie took great care of us and made us feel like family.  

On more than one occasion Natalie came down to the shack, and announced ñyou can 

shut that radio off, there is a meal on the table upstairsò, and we dutifully followed her 

instructions, and what a meal they were.  Jimôs long wire extending from his shack a 

few hundred feet up the hill behind his house performed splendidly.  The Hustlers both 

with and without radials did not cooperate for lower 48 contacts, sorry folks. 

 

Trip 9, November 6-10.  The sensei and the grasshopper go at it again.  Jerry AC0RL 

was my primary flight instructor, and he called me grasshopper.  Jerry had purchased 

an amplifier from a gentleman in northern New Jersey ,and Jerry had to pick it up in per-

son.  It was the size of a 2 drawer file cabinet, and the seller said he was unable to help 

move it.  Jerry asked me to help him with the amp, I asked jerry to stop at a few state 

caps on the way there and the way back.  Thus the following itinerary ï Memphis to 

Charleston to Harrisburg to Albany to Annapolis to Frankfort (the redo) and back to 

Memphis.  The morning after we put Albany on the air, we stopped in to see Club Presi-

dent W2UJ Russ at his home.  Not only was Russ the Club President, he was the 75M 

QSL bureau.  Russ had a great station, he could hear everybody, and everybody could 

hear him.  Russ regularly brought the Ukraine to our nets, US7WW Dan, and many could 

work him without relays.  Russ was extremely proud of the system he used to sort and 

redistribute bureau received QSL cards.  Russ attributed this method to the 40 M QSL 

Bureau Manager, our current President Kl7OR Dean.  It was all magic to me.  

W3BS and host Jim KL7IYD  
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Trip 10, November 15-21.  Thanksgiving in Den-

ver with the family, and a circuitous route there 

and back.  Memphis to Austin to Santa Fe to Car-

son City to Sacramento to Denver to Topeka to 

Memphis.  This trip was our second visit with 

K5SRG Skip, and Clark KB0EL.  Carolyn won at 

the slots, I lost at the Blackjack table in Carson 

City.  

 

Trip 11 part 1, January 26-29 2015, Honolulu.  

Why this date?  I had done some research and 

determined that the club nets had more contacts 

with Hawaii in late January/early February than 

any other period.  What equipment to use?  How 

to transport all the gear?  I took as baggage all 

the following in 2 large Pelican cases:  ICOM 

7200, ICOM hand mike, Heil headphones with 

boom mike, powered DSP speaker, Ameritron 500 watt 12 volt amplifier, MFJ tuner, MFJ 

mag mount, Hustler 5 foot foldover mast, Hustler high power power resonators for 40 

and 75 meters, and 4 KOBALT 35 foot heavy duty slightly modified tape measures for 

radials.  Also, all the necessary wire and cables.  All this running off of the rental car 

battery.   I operated 4 evenings.  I operated on a lightly used city street half way between 

a fire station and an elementary school.  The radials were strung out in front of and rear 

of the vehicle, not to obstruct either the sidewalk or the street.  I tried parking in a shop-

ping center, but they ran me off.  I was visited twice by HPDôs finest.  The first time they 

took photo copies of my FCC license, and some printout from the 3905 CCN web site, 

and eventually wished me well.  The next day I just told the officer about the previous 

day, which he verified over the radio, and also wished me well.  A few local hams 

stopped by, and none had ever heard of the century club.  They were only interested in 

the equipment I was using, and were surprised with my success.  On the last day I oper-

ated 40M Late and 75 M Late.  On 75M Late, after 15 contacts of either 22 or 33 both 

ways, I threw in the towel, removed the antenna, disconnected the harness I made from 

the car battery, and headed to Burger King for something to eat.  I guess NCS did not 

hear me check out, nor anybody else since I got a call while at Burger King asking 

where I was and what I was doing.  I do not remember who called, but I told them I was 

having a Whopper, Fries, and a Diet Coke.  Hence the acronym Whopper 3 Burger Sand-

wich, which I carried on subsequent nets, much to the chagrin of our Club President.  

He didnôt like ñflowersò either, or non-standard phonetics.   

 

Trip 11, part 2, January 30-February 5.  Honolulu to Salt Lake City to Boise to Salem to 

Olympia to Medical Lake WA to Helena (MT not AR) to Salt Lake City, and a flight home.  

Denver CO Dinner Stop 



±ƻƭǳƳŜ нлно LǎǎǳŜ р  aŀȅ мΣ нлно 

офлр /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō aƻƴǘƘƭȅ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴ  aŀȅΣ нлно                                                                                                                      tŀƎŜ мп    

First, Ron WB7ASC, a good friend and current 

board member, twisted my arm to accept an invi-

tation to visit, rest, and recharge my batteries, be-

fore completing trip 11.  Spending time with Ron 

and Miss Sue is a great memory of my travels.  I 

got to play radio and put WA/P on the air, use 

Ronôs machine shop to mill, thread, and tap some 

custom brass connectors for my quick discon-

nect antenna system. And the food was four-star.  

The second goodie was a fun idea from Joe 

N5MIG.  He had special QSL cards printed for an-

yone who worked W3BS in Helena MT and N5MIG 

in Helena AR.  I remember sending out approxi-

mately 30 cards.  I dropped the 2 Pelican cases 

off at a UPS retail office and headed to the airport 

for my flight to Memphis. 

 

Trip 12, a mini trip, Memphis to Springfield to 

Memphis.  To put the Capital on the air and spend 

some time with Maynard (SK) AA9ZF.  If you are 

not familiar with this call, please visit his page on 

QRZ.  Not only was he a great NCS, but he was a valuable as a board member and serv-

ing in other volunteer positions.  I believe N9PYR David, joined me in visiting with 

Maynard this trip. 

 

Trip 13, all the rest, my ñNew Englandò tour, May 2-12.  

Memphis to Charleston to Dover to Trenton to Montpelier 

to Augusta to Concord to Boston to Providence to Hart-

ford to  

Raleigh, and back home. While in VT  I had the pleasure 

of having breakfast with a good friend, Gary Sheridan 

N1RNJ, a past B of D member. 

 In Dover, W3ROG, yes W3ROG Roger Goodreau, an ex-
board member, who lived in Maryland at the time, joined 
me for dinner, and we worked the nets side by side for a 
few hours until he had to go back home.  Thanks Rog.  
Since I was going to the Capital of New Hampshire, it 
was appropriate to give K1HIF, now WU1V a call.  We met 
at HRO store in Salem NH, and went out to a highly rec-
ommended Italian restaurant nearby.  I do not recall what 
i had, but Mike and I both recall his way too overcooked 
pizza. While perusing the  

WB7ASC  and Miss Sue host-

ing W3BS for a 4 star dinner  

I couldn't pass this up, I was 

born in Brooklyn NY  
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goodies at HRO, in a corner of the store, was a used high 

power Tarheel Screwdriver Antenna which HRO took in on a 

trade.  The bunch included the antenna, control cable, coax 

cable, and a screwdriver auto tuner ï the price was too good 

to pass up. So I now had a backup antenna, and a backup for 

the backup.  One of the two Tarheel antennas and the 500w 

amplifier are now in the possession of N5MIG.  So when he 

sounds good mobile, think of me. 

 

The morning after Hartford I stopped in at ARRL headquarters 

in Newington when their 

doors opened at 800 AM, 

hoping to chat with someone 

from the QST department to 

see if they were in any way interested in what was just 

completed.  I waited until 900 AM and the publication 

department was still totally vacant, so I left for my last 

stop, Raleigh, a dupe but convenient place to stop on 

the way home.  

Please see volume 4 of the 2015 Century Club Centuri-

on for some pics relating to my journey.  W2UJ and 

AA0HF were instrumental in making my trip and the 

Nashville Eyeball extremely memorable events. 

 

 

 

What consisted of:  13 trips, 53 legs, and 49,500 miles travelled? 

 

Thanks to everybody who made this trip possible, especially my wife Carolyn ex-

N2KNA. 

73, 

Buddy W3BS 

ARRL HQ on the way home 

after doing the 50th cap  

A great memory hanging on 
my shack wall 
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 KL7JR 2023 Road Trip: Back to 

Alaska, Pt 1 of 3  
Gateway Arch NP, Four Corners, several California Na-

tional Parks and Hyder, AK/Stewart, BC border.  

Gateway Arch NP I made a last-minute change in my itinerary to stop at 

Gateway Arch NP in MO then head west for 4 Corners. I-40 traffic near/

through Knoxville was bumper to bumper on 4 lanes, then 3, then 2 and 

yes, finally 1 lane of traffic. It took me 3 

hours to go about 10 miles. Forward 20 

or 30 feet then stop for a minute on and 

on and on. I kept saying to myself, ñitôs 

going to be worth itò about 10,000 times, 

hi hi! And just before that I was hit by a 

mini-blizzard in almost white-out condi-

tions that only lasted about 5 minutes!  

I came on the 40m early net, NCS was K9DBB, as KL7JR/m MO, KL7RST/m 

MO and K4K/m MO. Thirty-three 3905ers made my log. Conditions were fair, 

and later on 75m early net, AA1NA NCS, conditions were better with less 

noise. I worked 22 3905ers.  

Four Corners  

Last June I made several contacts here on 40m early 

and late nets operating mobile from Ice Mobile IV. 75 

and 20m eluded me, so Iôll try again but go portable this 

year with all new calls from AZ, CO, NM and UT. I canôt 

wrap my brain around being in 4 different states at 

once! Band conditions were better on 40m compared to 

75m. I worked 40 E and L and 75 E and L. I put up my 160m EFHW wire fully 

expecting it to work fine on 160m as it did for me at home when testing. It 

would not load 160 now. Okay, not a show stopper, Iôll convert it to an In-

verted L tomorrow and try to get on 160.  
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AC2MT was NCS for 40E, 

K4TER 75E, KL7OR 40L and 

KN4LGM 75L. Thanks guys for 

working with me!  

It was blowing snow the next 

morning when I was changing 

out the EFHW for an Inverted 

L. Only took a few minutes and 

it sure paid off especially on 

40E and 160E. Those making 

my 160 log were: KB0EL, 

AA0HF, W9WWG, KB2ENF, 

N2KED, K4JEL, AC2MT, KQ4CIA and KL7OR. I believe 160 from 4 Corners 

is a new one for CCN just as the Florida NP I did last year! 40L net was can-

celled due to a con-

test.  

The 20m SSB Satur-

day net, K9GWS NCS, 

was very fruitful for 

me as 22 CCNers 

made my log under 

good conditions. The 

40m E net, AI4K NCS, 

was also a good net 

condition wise and so 

was 75 early. Then 

comes 160 early net, 

AA1NA NCS, and the 

worst I ever experi-

enced. Low signals were plagued by heavy QRM. It was good to bring 160m 

to 4 Corners! All in all, 599 contacts were made from 4 Corners in 3 days on 

13 nets, including 20 and 160m (another first for CCN?). KL7JR, KL7RST, 

K8ICE, K8J and K4K were used mobile and portable.  
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Grand Canyon NP 

 Early the next day I was back on I
-40 west bound for Grand Canyon 

National Park. I must say I 

thought I-95 was the worst high-

way I was ever on, but I-40 takes 

the cake! Potholes everywhere, 

road construction and snarled 

traffic near the larger towns. 40 

early net was also productive for 

me thanks to all the relays from 

N5KUC, but 75m early net was 

something else. I tried loading both of my verticals (MFJ 1699T and Opek 

HVT-400B) but eventually I could get the 1699T to work but with only 10 

watts drive. And I always thought QRPers were nuts, hi hi! It was a strug-

gle, but thanks to all the relays from K6ODI, I was able to work AG5T, 

K6ODI, KB2ENF, AI4K, K9DBB, N5KUC, N0PUI and AA1NA. 
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Death Valley NP 

The next night saw me at Death Valley NP in CA. 7.268 MHz was slam full of 

local QRM and then QRN set in. Mike K6ODI had an extremely strong signal 

and was easy to work. We traded 59ôs. Thanks again to K6ODI I was able to 

work K4JEL. Many more could have been worked if the NCS, K9GWS, saw 

my AIM messages asking him to QSY. I was very disappointed I was ig-

nored. Later on the 40L net, we had some clown playing foreign X-mas mu-

sic which ruined that net. I did manage to work N0PUI, KF7HNC, KL7OR, 

KB1XP and K4VBB before he came on. I 

guess we were intruding on ñhis fre-

quencyò!  

I had planned to stop at Joshua Tree 

and Mojave National Parks but both 

were closed due to heavy snow and 

flooding. Iôll try them on the way back. 

Meanwhile, Sequoia and Kings Canyon 

will be next.  

Sequoia National Park  

Conditions on 40m early net, K4TER 

NCS, were very good as I operated port-

able using a 75m Vertical T. Most of the 

regular NP gang made my log includ-

ing: W9WWG, N5WGA, KM4P, AC2MT, 

KC9YY, WU2T, W6PNY, K4JEL, 

KB2ENF, N5KUC, K7QHU, K9DBB, 

AI4K, K2YS to name a few. 75m was horrible up here. No contacts made. 

Several 3905ers made my 40L log. By now Iôm pretty much exhausted and 

longing for some shut-eye.  
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Kings Canyon NP  

The next evening I checked-into the 40m early net hosted by W1IP. It started 

off very slow for me as the sun was still shining bright here, but 20 minutes 

into the net my mobile log was starting to grow. I worked 31 CCNers and 

then on 75 early net it was ñhard timesò especially on round 1. I did manage 

12 contacts with the following CCN diehards: N5KUC, WK1J, WU2T, 

W9WWG, N0PUI, AA1NA, AI4K, K9DBB, 

K2YS, K7QHU, K4JEL, K6ODI and 

AC2MT. I used KL7JR/m and KL7RST/

m.  

On 40m late net, NCS K4JEL, the fol-

lowing made my log: KU1V, K5GEB, 

KF7HNW, KB1XP, KL7OR, WY6N, 

KB7RAC, K4JEL, K9DBB and AI4K with 

some pretty good signals! Very few 

22ôs, hi hi! I checked in with KL7JR/m and VE8RST/m CA. A couple of days 

later with a brief stop in Sacramento to pick up my sister, we were bound 

for Redwood National Park (CA) then Tri-Cities, WA to visit family for a cou-

ple of days. After a bit of rest and restocking supplies, we headed north to 

Alaska. The song ñNorth to Alaskaò by Johnny Horton has played in my 

mind a thousand times so far!  

Redwood National Parkéclosed due to flooding  

Stewart, British Columbia and Hyder, 

Alaska 

 Arrived at the WA/BC border late April 3. Nice 
weather so far. I discovered that my internet 

card doesnôt work. Thanks AT&T we paid extra 

for Canada and Alaska service! What next I 

wondered. Fog, rain and snow, we arrived in 

Hyder around noon on April 5. I gave my sister 

the 5 minute tour of Hyder, then we set up 

camp. 40m was very noisy. I could not hear a 

thing on my 160m Inverted L or 40m Hamstick. 

It was raining as I switched between antennas 

and checked all connections for the 3rd time.  



±ƻƭǳƳŜ нлно LǎǎǳŜ р  aŀȅ мΣ нлно 

офлр /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō aƻƴǘƘƭȅ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴ  aŀȅΣ нлно                                                                                                                      tŀƎŜ нм    

75m was also slam full of QRN. Weôll see what the late nets do. It stopped 

raining now.  

Hyder is the only Alaskan town you can drive to without going through the 

Yukon. From Hyder itôs 400 miles north to the Yukon and the world-famous 

Alaska Highway (aka Alcan Highway). Travelling north on BC Highway 37, 

the nearest 

available fuel 

north of Hyder 

is Dease Lake, 

BC, some 250 

miles north. 

Along the Al-

can Hwy fuel 

is available 

every 100 

miles or so. 

Iôm carrying a 

spare 5 gallon 

can of diesel 

fuel along. 

Cheap insur-

ance just in 

case!  

 

Main street is 2 blocks longé.short blocks, hi hi! The last time I was here 

was in 2012 in the pitch dark, and things havenôt changed much. I over-

nighted at the boat dock and come early morning I found myself on an is-

land! The causeway (that I didnôt know I was on!) was about 500 feet long 

which connects to the Hyder/Stewart boat dock in Lynn Canal. The island is 

actually in BC waters.  

On the 40m late net, NCS K9DBB, I was relayed in by AE4NT/p WA. A few 

minutes later KL7OR was heard. Both were 57. The QRN now picked up to 

S7. KL7JR/p KL7 and VE7 plus KL7RST both strained to hear anything 

above the noise. I did manage to work AE4NT/p WA, KL7OR, KF7HNC, 

AC2MT, W9WWG and KB0EL before the band was totally consumed in 

QRN. I was using my 160m Inverted L. The 75m late net was also rough al-

lowing only contacts with: N0PUI, AA1NA, KF7HNC, AE4NT/p WA, KL7OR  

Main Street Hyder, Alaska  
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and K4JEL. The rain/sleet and wind continued to pound Icemobile IV 

throughout the night.  

Lots of 22 reports so far, but they still look good in the log!  


