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Here,.,Try This .

One of the frequently heard troubles
in making contacts on the Century Club is
when one station calls another and finds
out (either on the nét or later) that the
SO had already been confirmed months ear-
lier. Assuming many Century Clubbers are
in the same boat as we are (no computer
with a big memory for logging calls) we
thought a Dup Sheet might be useful.

To the :leftt is the one used at K4KWN
and it has proven to be quite effective.
It allows me to keep track of the stations
worked and to help towards certain Century
Club awards and endorsements (Worked all
¥L's, Worked all State Capitals, VIP's
ete.) It allows me to check if certain QSL
cards have been received and, if not, to
go back into the log to re-0SL (thus the
date). Right now I'm working on the 1,000
point award where I need five different
prefixes for each state. I know at a
glance if one of the check-ins is needed.

Here...Try This

Make five or six copies of the column.
Cut or trim it very carefully along the
outside edges.

As it is printed now, there are 42
lines and the size, when cut, will allow
you to have five columns on an 8% x 11
sheet of paper with the 11 inches being
the width. Or you can put 4 columns on
the 8% inch width. By cutting the extra
two copies in half, you'll be able to have
four columns 10 to 10% inches long....de-
pending on what your preference is. I use
it 11 inches wide, trim off the bottom two
lines, and have the abbreviations of four
states to a column...20 states per page.
So you see, two—and-a-half pages will suf-
fice for the United States. The rest of
the last half-page I use for DX contacts.
Then run as many copies as you need for
each of your nets...75 meters, 40 meters,

whatever.
2

“Where Does It Say That...?”

by Phil Harmonic, Hlc/a

Since the last issue of the "Centurion", some questions have come !
up that need to be answered. m

One of these is combos. Apparently there has been some confusion |
over exactly what a combo is and how you work them..Actually, as Qmmwblw
ed in the By-Laws, it is rather simple. Two hams are involved and ﬂwmwh
become a combo if they meet ALL of the following requirements: 1) They .,
must be related to each other - OM/XYL; OM/YL (daughter, neice); XYL/YL
OM/YM, brothers, cousins, etc.; 2) They must check into the net on the
same night; 3) They must be operating from the same location. (Yes, you
may be mobile. Also, you may use separate rigs if you have them.)

A combo may be worked on one call and will only count as one call.
Now there is a catch to this. You may work both of them and you put
your call "up for grabs" and one of them calls you. You MAY NOT work
both of them if one of the combo goes "up for grabs" but only the one
whose turn it is.

As far as using combos on the awards application is concerned, the
option is your's. OCbviously you can use them any way you like -~ in a
state, one as a YL and the other as a mobile (if it is). You may even
want to use one on one application and the other on a different applica
tion. The use of a combo is not governed by the By-Laws, simply the
method of contacting them.

One final comment on combos. If you are a member of a combo, you
are encouraged to send a QSL card from EACH of you. This is a help to
the person who does want to split up the contacts. With the high cost
of QSL cards today, it is entirely understandable if you send only one
but,perhaps the other member could make up a card on a piece of paper.
Just an idea, but it could help somecne.

The 500 pt. level of the 1000 pt award, and level II of the 2000
pt awaxd...on the sheets for these two levels is an extra sentence
which has caused some confusion. You must work two stations in each of
25 different states. Other than this, there is no minimum requirement
on these levels. You can work all contacts in the states catagory if
you want. There is no necessity to work DX, YL's, etc. The sheets will
be corrected at the next printing, so this problem should cure itself
soon. .
’ QRP OPERATION - A question was raised a while back about what con-—
stitutes a QRP station., Article 6, paragraph D, section 8, was added |,
to the By-Laws in September, 1982. It states a station "shall be con-
sidered a QRP station when operating with an ocutput power of 10 watts
or less." This is pretty straight forward so it should not be a prob-
lem, but apparently there were people unaware of the By-Law. There is
ne definition, within the Century Club, of QRPp at this time. However,
since other groups do define QRPp, and since we can use our contacts

7 {con't page 4)
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From the Desk of the Vice President

by KB9QpP

It has been a good year for the Century Club. The bills are paid;
the awards are finally printed. It was a wonderful eyeball -~ sorry
more of you couldn't be there.

We have many new members and a lot of the cld-timers are coming
back.again. The 80 Meter Net is in the best shape it has been in for
a long time...thanks to Al, KB4ACN, and the dedicated net controllers
who have done a fantastic job. Hopefully, with all ocur help, we can
solve the few remaining problems next year.

Be sure to vote in the upcoming elections. The lack of partici-
pation is really the only thing I find discouraging at times.

73's
Bob Hartenstein
P.S5. Hope to see you all at Eyeball 7.

From the Awards Secretary
by WB3AMO

By the time you read this the 2000 Point Certificates should be
all mailed out to those who have been waiting so patiently. The first
several of both the new awards, the Worked All States and Worked All
States - YL, have been issued.

On the Worked All States Award, for those who have already re-
ceived the WAS endorsement, it will only be necessary to send a note
along with the standard fee to the Awards Secretary to obtain the award

The WAS-YL Award is being issued similarly to the Worked All State
Capitals Award...an original certificate for 35 confirmed and endorse-
ments in increments of 5.

An updated set of instructions for the Area Awards Managers 1is
being worked over and will be issued soon. There have been many chan-
ges since the last one.

~Dave Welker,

WHERE DOES IT SAY THAT (con't)
for any award we desire, if you work a station that says he is QRPp and
wants the card so marked, help the person ocut and do it for him. By
the way, don't try to judge if he is really QRP. Signal strength
means nothing in this case, An 8 watt station with a 35 dB gain anten-
na will out-talk a 250 watt station with 2dB gain at the antenna. The
QRPer may be loud, but maybe he just knows more about antennas than we.
That wraps it up for this issue. If you have any questions for the
this column, send them to the Editor who will pass them on to the auth-
or. They will be answered as quickly as possible by return mail, and

will be covered in the next nowﬁab.h

L]
Gone Mobile (lessons learned)
bv N3BOU

Well, I'm finally back home and by the time these is printed, I'm
gone again!. :

I had one of. the. greatest times ever this August thru October work-
ing mobile from PA, WV, TN, MS, TX, AL, GA, SC, NC, VA, NJ, and DE, What
an experience and I learned many things.

Many operators know stations are troubled with QRN in the southern
states. I think I've found a soultion.- use two antennas! Use a full-
sized one for transmitting and a reduced antenna for receiving. Using a
mobile antenna, I found QRN reduced to the point that I could hear many
weak signals better than those around me with full-sized antennas. m

A mistake many operators make is turning up the volume to hear weak
stations thru the QRN. WRONG, FOLKS! The ear shuts off the brain when
overloaded, so turn down the volume or reduce the signal input. Doing
this will enable you to pick out weak signals and tune out QRN and QRM.

I found mobiling fun! Anyone who could go mobile, should. There are
a lot of very good operators out there listening for you and will act
as relay for you when needed. Without this help, mobiling can be rough.

Sometimes, especially in colder months, much-needed stations can be
worked on the net while mobile. It's easy:; just read the conditions.
Try calling late in the net and aim the car. Coast-to-coast communica-
tions were possible with I pointed .the car west, left the engine run-
ning so the alternator was on line for increased power, established com-
munications with a good relay station,and called giving the report slow-
ly and clearly several times. Once completed, I shut off the engine to
minimize noise. He received his report the first time and I received
mine the first time. This was accomplished about 492 2.

Many new stations can be worked this way. I've added about 10 new
states and, many of these, I've worked more than once. HF mobiling has
allowed for more contacts-per-gallon than with 2 meters, and it doesn't
take much. My mobile is a Swan Cygnet with about 50 watts and a Hustler
MO-1 (el-~cheapo). So go mobile, listen closely, talk slow, and you can
have a great time. Go for rare spots, capitals, states, and counties.

In case you're interested, here is the list (from memory) of some
of the strongest signals heard from the different states I was in. OVER
ALL BIGGIES: These stations can be heard in South America while in msbﬂ.
ricane with the RF gain turned off; KB4CN, KABMVV, WD@GAH, NSEDQ, )
WBPVRN, WANNO {QRP), K4KJQ (QRP), and-KC@MS. Area Biggies: These can be
heard in South America when in a deep sleep; KASHFB, N4IGG, N3CZI, KG5J
KUZE, and N4IWY. Heard down south with no trouble {when lsitening);WlWs
W2AGR, KA3IQM, N4EYG, KASMCH, and WA3ZMY. These Century Clubbers have
as good a station as any I've ever heard and are consistently "right up
there". There are some real good stations out west I've not listed in
CC. and CA. The best QRP station is KAlYL. This person must have a so-
1id gold antenna! I hope so, 'cause I'm gonna' sue for damage to my

5 {(con't on page 86)
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