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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 
Welcome to the August, 2022 issue of the 3905 Cen-

tury Club Centurion Newsletter. 

Eyeball 2022 has come and gone and it was a great 

success thanks to Gene W8NET!  

I hope everyone got a chance to work all the ñEyeball 

Mobilesò on the nets. There were lots of great con-

tacts to be made. 

If anyone who attended the Eyeball has time to pen 

an article about their Eyeball experience for publica-

tion in the September Issue of the Centurion, that 

would be much appreciated! 

We are always looking for article ideas and contribu-

tions. As Kirk AA1NA would sayðòThe Centurion 

would not be the same without your articlesò!  

Please send articles or suggestion for articles to:  

k7qhu@outlook.com.   

 

 

Farewell Eyeball 2022! 

Farewell Eyeball 2022, we barely got to know you! It seemed to 

be over way too quick! Although I didnôt attend in person, I tried 

to follow all the participants that were mobile on the nets on 

their way to, then at, and finally on their way home. Thanks for 

all the great contacts.  From the comments on the reflectors, 

Gene W8NET hosted a helluva Eyeball! Thanks Gene for all the 

time and hard work you put in to make Eyeball 2022 a SUCCESS! 
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Deanôs Column 
Notes from the President 

By Dean Davis, N7XG 

 

From the Editor: 

Dean is on vacation this month and his column will re-

sume in the September Issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



±ƻƭǳƳŜ нлнн LǎǎǳŜ у  !ǳƎǳǎǘ рΣ нлнн 

офлр /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō aƻƴǘƘƭȅ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴ  !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ нлнн                                                                                                                        tŀƎŜ о    

"ÅÎȭÓ #ÏÌÕÍÎ 
Notes from the Awards Secretary 

Bʴ Bʠʩ Gʪʧʟʡʜʭʝ, AE4NT 

 

 The Best Laid Plans of Mice and Mené  

Jenny and I were all packed and ready to go to the 2022 edition of the 

3905 Century Club Eyeball gathering held in Brimfield, Ohio when the 

fickle finger of fate flogged this foul old fowl. We were going to leave 

on Sunday, July 24 to do some camping and hiking before hitting 

Ohio. However, on the previous Wednesday, I started feeling like I 

was catching a cold, and on Thursday it got worse. Fearing Covid-19, 

which I had previously escaped when Jenny caught it in June, I test-

ed negative. But I had no energy and slept for two days. On Sunday, we decided that I 

would see the doc on Monday, so the initial phase of the trip went out the window.  

Doc put me on prednisone and did some blood work, which came back revealing a bac-

terial infection. So, he put me on antibiotics. I doubted that I would be well enough to 

make a trip to Ohio, even if I postponed it until Friday, but I continued to hold out hope. 

Just to be safe, I shipped off the annual awards to Gene Marsh, W8NET, our 2022 Eye-

ball Host, and I drove over to see Dwight Greenburg, WF4H, to drop off some items for 

the raffle, including a very nice vintage Zenith Transoceanic H500 that Glenn Silver, 

KM4P, had donated. Dwight and I discussed the mobile antenna shootout at that time, 

and jointly concluded that if I could not make the trip, which as it turned out I did not, it 

would need to be canceled.  

That is my biggest regret, and I apologize for the cancellation of this wonderful, albeit 

star-crossed event. Dwight and I have invested much time and money in preparation for 

the annual mobile shootout over the past five years, but we have run it only one out of 

the four years we have been carrying the ball. I am sad that those who eagerly awaited 

the competition were denied. Nonetheless, I thank Gene for securing a venue and giving 

us his support all along.  

I also missed being involved in the annual awards presentation. However, I will give you 

a synopsis of the annual presidential awards here.  

Annual Presidential Awards  

Each year at the Eyeball, the Club President rewards the major achievers for their perfor-

mance above and beyond the call of duty for the past year. This year, Dean Davis, 

KL7OR (formerly N7XG), presented the following awards.  
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 KD3FM Annual Service Award  

Matt Taylor, K2YS, has done a yeomanôs job of not only creating and maintaining a new 

website for the Club, but is also the point man on several other IT projects. All this in a 

year in which his work demands increased, he moved his family from New York to New 

Jersey, and Covid-19 struck his family. Congratulations, Matt, on a well-deserved award!  

K7MFG Memorial NCS of the Year  

Gary Slagle, K9GWS, who boasts one of the strongest NCS signals on the East Coast 

and who moves nets along quickly and effectively, is the deserving recipient of the NCS 

of the Year Award. Congratulations, Gary!  

W1BML Ambassador Award  

This award goes to the individual who has made an outstanding contribution to promote 

the club and secure new members. Gary Slagle, K9GWS, deserves this recognition for 

the work he has done leading the Membership and Communications Team. Congratula-

tions again, Gary!  

Area Awards Manager of the Year  

This award is my personal favorite, as I work with all our diligent area awards managers 

and sincerely appreciate their efforts. It is hard to choose one from this fine group. This 

year, Robert Byers, W4RHB, is the standout for his work as Fourth Area Awards Manag-

er. Robert is a retired banker who stepped into his volunteer role and required very little 

coaching or direction. The fourth area awards manager handles more applications than 

any other area. I have never received a negative comment about any aspect of Robertôs 

performance but have heard many kudos. Congratulations, Robert!  

Mobile of the Year  

Back in the day, we used to divide this category into Professional Mobile of the Year and 

Leisure Mobile of the Year. Many of our professional drivers have retired, so we consoli-

dated this award. This year, Fred Caswell, K1UU, generated a huge number of Bakerôs 

Dozen Certificates of Appreciation for his mobile work around the country. We thank 

Fred and congratulate him on this excellent contribution to the members of the Club!  

Rookie NCS of the Year  

A new award this year, concocted by President Dean, honors the new NCS who took the 

ball and ran with it effectively in his or her first year of service. Katie Gilliam, K4TER, the 

cheerful voice of Virginia, takes the honor this year. Congratulations, Katie!  

Eyeball Appreciation Award  

Who else? Gene Marsh, W8NET, our 2022 host gets this award, which is signed by all at-

tendees. Congratulations, Gene, and thank you for a job well done!  
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Preparation-H Award  

Just to have a little fun and add some lighthearted humor to the festivities, I concocted 

this award a few years ago, just as a gag award to be presented to me. That was at the 

Edmond, OK Eyeball in 2018, but we did not award it because Dean was the new presi-

dent back then and he did not want the stigma of appearing to be an evil, mean, ungrate-

ful old curmudgeon. However, fast forward to 2022 and Dean was ready for some fun. 

Who better to receive this annual pain-in-the-ass award than Ralph Mitchell, KG8WL, 

Eighth Area Director, (coincidentally, from Colon, Michigan) who has long served as His 

Majestyôs Loyal Opposition on the Board of Directors? Ralph is also a great guy who can 

take a joke ï as all who witnessed his new masterôs degree roast in Edmond can attest ï 

and who has contributed much to the Club through the years. Congratulations, I think, 

Ralph!  

That wraps up the top awards for 2022, and in turn, wraps up this monthôs hastily created 

column. Jen and I might still salvage part of the planned trip with a visit to my lifelong 

friends in Pennsylvania in early August, but I will not be doing any radio operating on this 

trip. Sorry about that!  

Stay happy and healthy, all!  

73,  

Ben ï AE4NT Awards Secretary  
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3905 CC & Using Zoom  
By Marty Blaise, AG5T 

T 
he 3905 Century Club 

uses Zoom, a video 

conferencing software 

application, in several 

ways. Here is a little about 

Zoom and how it is used in the club. 

 

What is Zoom? 

¶ Zoom is a web conferencing platform that is used for audio and/or video conferencing. 

¶ You need a free account to start your own calls for up to one hundred people; paid ver-

sion up to 1,000 people. And you can join meetings that the host has started (if you are 

not the host). 

¶ You can make unlimited phone calls, hold unlimited meetings, and even record both 

(however it has time limitations discussed later in this article). 

 
Zoom launched in 2013 and had a million users by the 

end of the year. By 2017, the company had a billion-

dollar company. Zoom has grown into one of the big-

gest video conferencing solutions in use today. How-

ever, Microsoft Teams seems to be gaining in populari-

ty as a competitor. The way most people know the ser-

vice is Zoom Meetings. Zoom Meetings are the audio 

and video conferences that allow two or more people 

to communicate online. Zoom Meetings happen in the 

Zoom app (or from a web browser) and can be started 

and shared by anyone; these meetings can even be 

started for free via the app, if you have it installed, or via the Zoom web site.  

 

You do not need a paid subscription to start using Zoom. In fact, if someone else sets up 

the Zoom Meeting and invites you, all you need to do is follow the instructions in the email 

invitation to start using Zoom. You will need to click a link to install the Zoom app, and 

then enter the conference code to sign into the meeting to which you have been invited. 

Sometimes you do not even need the code if it has been set up that way. Zoom offers sev-

eral Zoom Meeting plans. Basic is free and lets you host meetings with up to one hundred 

participants, with a limit of 40 minutes per meeting. You can also have an unlimited num-

ber of one-on-one meetings. All of these meetings can be audio-only or video confer-

ences. Even at the free account level, you can record and save your meetings, share your 

desktop with the meeting attendees, and use chat tools during the meeting.  
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƭƛƴƪǎ 
ŦƻǊ офлр /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō 
ȊƻƻƳ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƘƻƳŜ 
ǇŀƎŜ офлрŎŎƴΦƻǊƎ ς 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǘ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘ 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎΦ 
 

3905 Century Club functions on Zoom 
 
¶ Board meetings are 

held on Zoom. It allows 

for anyone in any call 

district and dx in any 

time zone to join the 

meeting. voting can be 

done by Zoom. No in-

terference or static. 

And everyone can see 

everyone (if everyone 

has a camera). The 

meeting can be record-

ed and put on YouTube (thank you Sammy, KB1XP). Above is a screen shot from one 

of the recorded board meetings, showing Ron, WB7ASC. When board votes are taken 

you can watch each Director, and President and Vice President vote.  ---  Before there 

was zoom there was digi-

tal chat; and before chat 

the board meeting was 

held on the air and had to 

find clear frequencies 

(and bands) to conduct 

the meetings in SSB. 

Static, interference, time 

zones, frequencies to 

use, propagation - all 

those came into play, ----- 

Note: during the board 

meeting itself, non-board 

members are asked not 

to comment until after the meeting. This is easily done by muting oneôs microphone. 

¶ Net controller meetings - similar to the board meetings, except mostly net control

(although some board members are also ncses). A great way to gather all the net  
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      control stations together for information, updates, changes and feedback. All net con-

trols are given  a chance to comment. 

¶ For committee meetings - K9GWS Gary Slagle uses zoom for Membership Committee 

meetings (AG5T is a committee member). Gary limits the meetings to one hour, so we 

stay on focus! Other 3905 committees use zoom as well for their meetings.  

¶ The IT committee uses Zoom for its 

meetings. Every 3905 CC committee 

can make use of Zoom so that people 

from different areas can meet at the 

same UTC time.  

¶ Right photo: Screen shot from one of 

the Wednesday chat meetings on 

Zoom. Gary K9GWS is the speaker, 

so he is shown in the large rectangle 

on the screen. You will see five oth-

ers at the top including Gary. There 

are a variety of ways to configure 

your view screen. 

¶ Zoom chat - held every Wednesday afternoon. Chat can range from a power point 

slide show done about qsl cards (by AG5T) to slides/graphics on how to build and use 

certain antennas (John, KL7JR and several others). Several antenna projects have 

been popular. Other club topics have included DX, 3905 awards, the Eyeball, QSL bu-

reau, mobile tips, state lines and tripoints, members' Field Day activities and much 

more. Photos and slide shows are done by sharing your screen. --- Sometimes it is 

just an open discussion. We are chatting about everything from recipes (JoAnn, 

AB8YZ is a chef!) to lighthouses (Dwight WF4H updates his latest visits) to weather 

(everyone) to whatever way the conversation goes. Politics and controversial topics 

are definitely to be avoided, unless maybe you have a controversial antenna... It is al-

ways fun to hear what someone is having for dinner in North Carolina (Donnie, 

KG4ZOD always has good dinner plans) or how much snow Kal N1ABY is getting in 

Connecticut or Dick WK1J and his adventure with Flex radio. Dean, N7XG, club presi-

dent, keeps everyone in line!  

¶ At right is an example of a Zoom hybrid meet-

ing. Kirk, AA1NA is announcing that the annual 

3905 Century Club meeting is about to start. 

Those on Zoom from home are on the projected 

image in the background. Others were at the 

Eyeball in Mississippi. The Ohio Eyeball will use 

the hybrid format. 
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!Dр¢Ωǎ мл ǝǇǎ ƻƴ офлр /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭǳō ½ƻƻƳ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΥ 

1. If you are not talking, mute your microphone. If you cough or have a barking dog, 

everyone will see your face on the screen if you cough etc. Remember zoom can be 

like VOX, it can be your friend, but it must be used properly. (And I will not even 

mention if you have been eating beans) 

2. If you are leaving a Zoom meeting, the chat function is an effective way to do so if 

you do not want to interrupt the speaker. Just put a note on chat that you are leav-

ing. It will pop up a small note at the bottom of everyone's screen. Otherwise, you 

can wait for a pause and say seventy-three. 

3. Use headphones that plug into your computer or smartphone so those around you 

do not have to listen to the Zoom meeting. 

4. If you are mobile, use your smartphone, but configure it before driving. Do not set 

up a phone while driving! I use a phone holder when driving ï not a bad thing to in-

vest in. 

5. Hybrid Zoom meetings can be tricky, start early to set up the computer, camera, etc. 

Make sure those at home or offices can hear those in the meeting room. 

6. If Windows 11 will not let you install zoom, you can still use Zoom through your 

browser. Click where it says use browser. (Windows 11 wants you to use Microsoft 

Teams, a similar program, but zoom and teams do not work with each other, at least 

not yet) 

7. The chat function can be helpful if you want to add a comment with speaking. Your 

message will beat the ñvoice pileup.ò 

8. When you get experienced with Zoom, try using a background image. It can be fun. 

Just make sure the background doesnôt make you disappear into the background! 

9. Practice with the ñshare your screenò ï it takes a little practice, but after a while you 

should have no problem. 

10. Try the different layouts and find one you like the best. 

Check out this good site for more information on Zoom: 

https://www.pocket-lint.com/apps/news/151426-what-is-zoom-and-how-does-it-work-

plus-tips-and-tricks 

 

73, 

 

Marty AG5T 

 

https://www.pocket-lint.com/apps/news/151426-what-is-zoom-and-how-does-it-work-plus-tips-and-tricks
https://www.pocket-lint.com/apps/news/151426-what-is-zoom-and-how-does-it-work-plus-tips-and-tricks
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This is the last episode of Yukon Johnôs, ñGo Northò road trip. Thanks John for all the 

great contacts! 

GO NORTH, JOHN! ...Part 4, Home 

Stretch 
By Yukon John, KL7JR 

On July 3, I entered Bryce Canyon National Park on Highway 12 from Capitol Reef NP.  

It was a short but very scenic drive.  There are warning signs all over here to ñWatch 

for Rattle Snakesò.  The 40m early net was again slow to start.  Slow meaning weak 

signals, but the 2x2ôs still look good in 

the log!  NCS was Kirk AA1NA with about 

60 check-ins.  Great job as usual Kirk.  

Highlights for me were: working N5KUC 

on the KS and CO line, and especially a 

National Park to a National Park contact 

by KK0SS and KL7JR!  Steve KK0SS was 

mobile Yellowstone National Park, WY 

and I was also mobile from Bryce Canyon 

National Park, UT.  As far as I know, re-

cently anyway, this was a first for CCN! 

On the 40m late net, NCS Bill N9BFI, con-

ditions were better.  In the log with much 

stronger signal reports, found N0PUI, W9WWG, NI0A, N6GC, K7QHU, W6PNY, KI0Y, 

N7XG, NM7P, WY6N and the grandmaster himself, N9BFI! 

Iôve never seen so many canyons as along 

the drive to Bryce Canyon NP.  Hence the 

name I suppose.  Early the next morning I 

set out for Zion National Park.  Another 

short drive, I almost feel guilty!  Zion would 

complete all the National Parks in Utah.  

They were too easy to do and too easy to 

pass up. 

From Zion NP I signed in to the 40m early 

net run by Gary K9GWS.  It was a bit better 

propagation-wise than the past couple 

nights.  Gary had around 60 check-ins and I 

logged most of them.   
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I donôt think those tagged NEW re-

ally knew what was going on.  Most 

didnôt stick around.  On the 40m 

late net, hosted by Jeff K4JEL, 

check-ins were down but propaga-

tion was up.  Go figure. 

Back on the road early the next 

morning I had Icemobile IV south 

on Hwy 89 then 40 East for Petrified 

Forest National Park in Arizona. 

The park is ñday use onlyò but a 

large free RV campground was 

right at the visitorôs center en-

trance. Crystal Forest Campground is situated within the park.  It wasnôt much to crow 

about (old run-down abandoned RV park!) but it was level and free for self-contained 

rigs.  Across the street was a museum, store and gift-shop run by the Navajo Nation of 

Arizona.  There was also a small RV park there 

for $25/night which included a 30 amp electri-

cal ser-

vice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

R/V Icemobile IV set up in the Crystal 
Forest Campground at the entrance of 
the Petrified Forest NP Visitors Center 
in AZ. 

40m Hamstick not installed yetédo I go 

off the hitch or on the picnic table? Katie 

K4TER was NCS for the 40m early net. 

Conditions were rough again but I did 

make 48 contacts total using KL7JR/m 

and KL7RST/m. 

The 40m late net with NCS Gary K9GWS 

was fairly quiet and I worked a bunch of 

the regulars.  


